
Wayfinding & Circulation 
A network weaves through the building. This network allows the cubes 
to travel through the building, and acts as wayfinding for learners.

Learning, Recall & Cognition 
The environment of learning is ever changing, the learning landscape 
extends beyond the school into the city. The students travel to where their 
assigned cube is for the day.

User Needs & Architectural Adaptation
The facility is designed around the idea that creativity and the learning experience must adapt 
with the user’s needs. The structure, floor plates/roof structures, and services are built, and 
the tenants are responsible for building the exterior, interior, and elements needed for their 
workplace. The users create temporary structures within the structure for ultimate flexibility.

Platz der US Berlin Brigade

New National Gallery

Museum of Technology

Unmanned Autonomous Classroom

Colocation as Pedagogy & Business Strategy
This is a new typology of school, where manufacturing, creative, and 
office environments cohabitate in a learning environment. The cube lives 
within this environment, a touch down point for learners. Co-mingling 
opportunities are also integrated for cross-industry collaboration.

Mentoring, Teaching & Safety
All students are accompanied by an administrator, supervising 
students, mentoring learners, and looking after their well-being 
and progression through the program. All students have the 
benefit of interacting with office workers, manufacturers, and 
creatives, who also become their mentors.

The Cube
What if the classroom was not contained in a box, but inverted? 
The classroom is replaced with a cube, where teaching surfaces 
are exposed to the surrounding environment. The interior of the 
cube becomes storage and service. The cube can be shaped by 
the learners. The cube is the homebase, and learners as assigned 
to a cube as they would be a classroom.

team code: SWC7090W 
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SWC9280D

People as gardeners. One of the most basic and fundamental roles of man-
kind, but unfortunately one that is often forgotten. As caretakers of the earth 
and the resources therein, we are in need of redemption. The focus of this 
school – in theory, program, and design – is to focus the education of future 
generations on ecology and conservation.

In the Ecological Conservation Academy, formal classrooms are eliminated. 
Open floor plans allow education to happen organically and specifically for 
each group, individual, or topic. Unique applications of sustainable practices 
are incorporated throughout the enclosure of the tower – the building acts as 
both a sustainable machine and an educational resource. 

Rooting the base are planters and agriculture, which engage and connect 
the Academy with the entirety of the Freizeitgelande Tempelhofer Field. Here, 
students tend to plants and crops, working in the dirt as gardeners. Water col-
lection and filtration happens in the middle tier of the tower. Bird habitats are 
incorporated towards the top of the tower, along with air purification. 

This proposal reaches beyond the site of the school to integrate the entire 
Freizeitgelande Tempelhofer Field into the educational mission of the Acade-
my. Through doing so, this open space is repurposed for community use. Por-
tions of the old airport are maintained and improved for public entertainment, 
recreation, and gardening – functions that are informally served currently. The 
majority of the open green space is converted to a forest preserve for both 
public enjoyment and educational use.
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